Call to Members of the European Parliament — Europe’s citizens, startups, human rights
organisations, publishers, creators, educators, cultural heritage professionals, librarians, and

researchers ask for your support

Please vote to have a proper democratic debate about the important issues raised in the Copyright
Directive. Please vote against the mandate on copyright in order for a first reading that will ensure
legal certainty and a robust, well-regulated Internet in the EU that enables growth, innovation, knowledge

and the rights of our citizens.

Dear Member of the European Parliament,

We believe in policy making that looks at facts and beyond rhetoric, and that considers the intervention of

citizens in the EU legislation process as a healthy indication of democracy in action.

The signatories urge the European Parliament to vote against the JURI Committee mandate on copyright,
otherwise there will be a huge gap between the Directive’s intended value for the European economy and
citizens and the damage that the text will cause. The current language proposed by JURI raises significant
risks as has been evidenced by the input of an impressive range of academics, internet pioneers, civil
society organisations, organisations representing startups and other experts.

We represent startups which generate 9.5% of total European GDP and 2.5% of the labour market. We are
the innovators that have chosen to embrace the future digital enables rather than grasp at the past. We are
the believers of healthy competition, where barriers to entry should not be raised by poorly thought

through regulation, to the detriment of millions of European innovators.

We represent human rights and digital rights who defend the core values of what has made the European
Union’s democratic model thrive. We believe that our fundamental rights are priceless and we advocate for
strong safeguards when fundamental rights are at risk, as in this case. By defending a democratic and open
internet, we defend the same internet that allows human rights defenders to expose actions from
oppressive governments and monopolies, while allowing a wide range of business models to enjoy their

fundamental freedom to conduct a business.

We represent the knowledge community which embodies the future of the EU’s knowledge potential,
encompassing libraries across Europe, European library users, and higher education institutions. This makes
us the enablers allowing the future generations to conduct research and discover the cures and
improvements for our future, and ensuring that the even younger generation opens up to the joy of
reading, whilst preserving and improving our common heritage and memory. We cannot accept this

attempt at modernizing the copyright framework to deliver as little as it currently does.

We represent IT companies and specialists (programmers, open source community) across Europe that
help millions of users to access the internet, learn to code, and serve as a major software hub for
companies that develop connected products; the narrow “carve-out” for certain code-sharing platforms is
inadequate. Imposing upload filters on platforms will seriously damage the capacity to improve software

and products that contain software.

Because of all of the above, we urge you to vote for a public debate on the Directive and, therefore,

against the negotiating mandate.
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